relations with Sir Henry Wellcome himself had not been cordial and he had been unhappy that Wellcome's collection had not been sufficiently accessible to scholars. 5 During the second world war, Singer had been working on Vesalius's Tabulae anatomicae sex and in 1947, he wrote to Prof. T. R. Elliott (Wellcome Trustee 1936-55) requesting assistance to employ a Greek philological researcher to help with this and with his research on Vesalius's On the brain.6 He noted (with the streak of humour that endeared him to his friends), "there is no need to answer immediately. But I shall be 71 towards the end of this year and must know if I dare undertake such work."7 Singer was, in fact, to continue his highly productive work for another thirteen years until his death in 1960. In the course ofhis career, he published prolificly in the history ofscience, medicine, and technology. For many years he wrote the Nova et Vetera column in the British Medical Journal; and in the Festchrift volumes Science, medicine and society (1953) , E. Ashworth Underwood listed over 400 items published up to that date. His career was finally determined in 1920, when he settled at University College London, and during the next few years, could develop his key interests in the history of anatomy, Greek biology and medicine, early herbals, and medieval medicine, and in the history of science more generally. His books alone included Early English magic and medicine (1920) , Studies in the history andmethod ofscience (vol. 2, 1921) , Greek biology and Greek medicine and The discovery of the circulation of the blood (1922), an annotated edition ofFasciculus medicinae ofJohannes de Ketham Alemanus (1924) , The evolution of anatomy (the Fitzpatrick lectures) and an adaptation of Sudhoff's facsimilies of The earliest printed literature on syphilis (1925) , and A short history of medicine (1928) . There were also numerous articles, including 'The herbal in antiquity' and (with Dorothea Singer) a chapter on the Jewish factor in medieval thought, in The legacy of Israel (1927) .
Throughout this period, too, Singer lectured regularly to his students and to the public on subjects ranging from Leonardo da Vinci's anatomical drawings to the birth of modem chemistry and theories of organic evolution. 'Cave men and their ways' (illustrated) was probably a lecture around the topic of Palaeolithic man, his drawings and their links with sympathetic magic. In a lecture on this subject at Gresham College in 1924 Singer evidently argued that Palaeolithic man was responsible for the first attempt at scientific anatomy.9
These were also important years for the growth of the subject internationally. The Singers played a central role in the 3rd The correspondence in general displays a combination of curiosity, stamina, great kindness and warmth and a genuine willingness by both Charles and Dorothea to help even casual acquaintances if they could. It is revealing to see many of the letters were marked "Nice Letter" in shorthand by Dorothea, the status of the writer having no bearing in this selection. Correspondence for the years 1958-60 has survived virtually intact and has been kept together. Another group of letter is Dorothea's in connexion with her deafaids, 1939-61; correspondence conducted with the Ministry ofHealth, the press, commercial firms making deaf aids and batteries, and a whole range of researchers, scientists, politicians, and civil servants. Although the surviving correspondence is not comprehensive, it ranges widely and varies from everyday letters of complaint to orders for antiquarian books, comments on broadcasts, queries about local history, and discussions concerning research and publications. Apart in connexion with the discussion during the 1930s about the possibility of holding a Congress in Berlin, which Singer and various colleagues felt would be used for political gain by the Germans. Drafts of lectures and typescript notes, sometimes with related reviews and correspondence are also to be found in the collection. Again, there is little logic to what has survived: it includes material relating to Singer's 1913 essay on the history of tobacco, his entries for the Encyclopedia Britannica, a file of correspondence, 1956-60, on A short history ofscientific ideas, and a considerable amount about the publication of The Christian approach to Jews, a pamphlet published in 1937 based on a memorandum prepared for the International Missionary Council.
Judaism and the Christian inactivity towards the victims of persecution deeply affected Singer, and according to the Rev. James Parkes, Charles "retired into his shell after the church failed to respond to the publication of The Christian Failure". 17 The collection unfortunately contains comparatively little about the assistance given by the Singers to Jewish refugees,'8 although they played an important role in this work, assisting, amongst others, in placing Prof. Max Neuburger (1868 -1955 The other three drawings, one ofwhich is coloured, have notes by Singer that they were given by Julian, in Oxford on 18 September 1920. The skull (illustrated) is undated, but the larger series of drawings have a note that they were made in 1892 and 1893 to illustrate T. H. Huxley's memoir on spirula, "his last scientific work". It seems more likely that they were drawn earlier, in 1878, when, according to Leonard Huxley, T. H. Huxley had begun a monograph on the spirula for reports ofthe Challenger expedition, based on his dissections ofa single specimen.2' Ill health had prevented him from completing this, although Leonard noted his drawings were actually engraved, and nothing remained but to put a few finishing touches and to write detailed descriptions ofthe plates. In 1893, he "put all his plates and experience at the disposal of Professor Pelseneer, writing to Mr Murray, Director of the Challenger Reports on 17 September 1893 'If the plates of Spirula could be turned to account, a great burden would be taken off my mind'." It is almost certain, therefore, that the 1892/3 date represents rather the date when Huxley re-borrowed his spirula drawings from the Royal College of Science and did not return them.22
Singer was described as a "Socratic gadfly" by Sir William Osler, a description that aptly hints at the zealous nature in which he inspired others, acquired knowledge of great breadth, yet remained a devoted seeker of the truth. His legacy to historians of medicine and science remains not only in the example he set but in the works he published and in the papers he left behind. Students of the historiography of science and medicine could usefully delve into these papers. College, 1968. 23 It complements collections of other historians of medicine held in the CMAC: Dr E. A. Underwood (1899 A. Underwood ( -1980 and Dr Walter Pagel (1898 -1983 .
